Incidence of regional lymph node metastasis in operable osteogenic sarcoma.
Records of 182 consecutive patients with the diagnosis of operable osteogenic sarcoma, treated between 1954 through 1980 by the Breast, Bone and Mixed Tumors Department of the Instituto Nacional de Enfermedades Neoplasicas (Lima, Peru), were reviewed to study the incidence of regional lymph node metastases in this disease. All the patients included in this study had radical surgery, which means the complete resection of the bone where the tumor is located, including the proximal joint, which permitted excision of the regional lymph nodes. Nineteen patients (10.4%) had evidence of sarcoma metastatic to draining lymph nodes. A comprehensive analysis of the literature shows that the incidence of metastasis to the lymph nodes in this study, is higher than those cited in a review of the literature, probably due to the policy in the management of osteogenic sarcoma in our institution, during the period of study.